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Staff Writer ‘

WASHINGTON TWP. — De-
pending on the weather, it could
take up to a year to remove
burned empty shell casings and
possible buried live shells from a
former bomb making plant on
Parker Road in the Fairmount
section of the township.

Joseph Rotola, representing the
| U.S. Environmental Protection
(Agency (EPA), made the deter-
mination during an interview at

the site last Thursday.

As 1941 turned into 1942 and
America was at war with Japan,
industry began to gear up to pro-
vide the necessary armaments to
wage the fight. In Washington
Township, Metals Disintegration
Company constructed a bomb
making facility on land that is now
located next to the Fairmount Fire
Company Firehouse.

Because even the most inept spy
might be able to figure out that a
company calling itself Metals Dis-
integration might have something
to do with bombs, a front compa-
ny, United Wallpaper Inc., was
created, authorities said.

For about three years, United
Wallpaper churned out napalm
bombs that were dropped on ma-
jor cities in Japan. The plant was
operated 24- hours a day with
workers making between 60 cents
and 90 cents an hour, a former em-

ployee said in a 1980 news story.

Most of the workers came from
surrounding towns, such as Hack-
ettstown, Morristown, and Dover.
About a third of the employees
were women, whose husbands and
sons were off fighting the war. The
plant was closed after America
dropped the atom bomb ending
the war, the employee said.

Napalm Packed

The bombs were about two and
one-half feet long, six sided steel
casings that were packed with na-
palm, an inflammable mixture of
black powder and gasoline,

The shells were put into bundles
of between 16 and 100. When the
bundles were dropped from a
bomber, they would separate and
small streamers would come out
the back to slow the bomb’s de-
scent. A shotgun shell-sized fuse
would detonate the napalm cre-
ating a fire storm, according to the
news story,

As with most products, not all
bombs were up to spec. Some
leaked, some were bent and some
were just substandard so United
Wallpaper needed to dispose of
them. Rotola said many of the
bombs were evidently put into pits
and burned although some may
have been buried without first
having been burned. &

Throughout the years, nearby
residents strolling through the
woods off Parker Road or hunters

(Please see WWII on page 9.)






